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Animal Article Rubric

Does my writing show evidence of careful proofreading?            Yes     No

Does this writing represent my best effort?                                     Yes     No

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Elements

(captions, subheadings, titles, pictures)
	Did not follow directions. 
	Missing key elements.
	All elements present.
	All elements present, creative subheadings and title, pictures added complimented the article.

	Paragraphs

(Each paragraph: is indented, has a topic sentence, has 3 facts, has a conclusion) 


	I did not write complete paragraphs. I did not show understanding of how to write a paragraph.
	I have made mistakes with indentation, missing topic sentence, less than 3 facts, and/or missing a conclusion. 
	All of my paragraphs are indented, have a topic sentence, at least 3 facts, and a conclusion.
	All of my paragraphs are indented, have a topic sentence, more than 3 facts, supporting details, and a conclusion.

	Facts

(Are they related?)


	My facts do not fit the heading and my paragraphs do not flow. 
	I have less than five paragraphs and my facts do not relate to my heading. 
	I have five paragraphs and my facts are relevant to my headings. 
	I have more than five paragraphs and my facts are relevant to my headings. 

	Conventions

(Spelling, complete sentences, capitalization, punctuation)


	My writing contains so many errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar,  and usage that the paper is difficult to understand. 
	Most of my no excuse words are spelled correctly. There are mistakes in my capitalization, punctuation, and/or grammar.
	My no excuse words are spelled correctly. My capitalization, punctuation, and grammar are correct. 
	My no excuse words are spelled correctly. My capitalization and grammar are correct and I am using punctuation in ways that enhance the meaning of my writing.

	Creativity


	No creativity shown.
	My article is not colorful and the layout is not appealing to the reader’s eye. 
	The layout is neat and appealing to the reader’s eye. My article is colorful. 
	I have all of the things for a 3. I also utilized features of the Pages program and my article looks like it is from a magazine. 


Teacher comments:

